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“For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at Qf,vif:'uw§{L“f

all. Who hopes for what he already has? But if we hope for that we

see not, then do we with patience wait for it.” (KJV)
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AR5 A T AE SRR, 2 R AER 1L 8 IR UEE, MIRAEB S0, B EERFE M 4.
By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for

an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. Hebrews 11:8

“Abraham left his country and his kindred to journey to a place that he knew not:-- All that he
had to drive him to this unknown destination was a promise from God. He had no other insurance
plans wilo "others1 dets,.no plEneB =< 20T ‘¢* "5 _ Hewdh mpl v=had- a1 th inetliietpreonise '0f God ' ip¥s el
him through the journey that was ahead of him. Abraham’ s faith was strong enough to carry him
until what he could not see, manifested and fulfilled the promise of God in his life - a daily

devotional from internet.
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“Whither he went, he knew not; it was enough for him to know that he went with God. He
leant not so much upon the promises as upon the Promiser. He looked not on the difficulties
of his lot, but on the King, eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, who had

deigned to appoint his course, and would certainly vindicate Himself. ”
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Testimony of salvation and calling

A statement of conversion and a statement of call for full time ministry
By Chia-Chu Chao #.5%j

Praise the Lord for His loving kindness and tenderly caring for me as one of His erring children. Itis
indeed an amazing grace saving a wretch like me. Recalling my thoughts conveyed and recorded at my
undergraduate graduation memorandum “research, probe ... eternity, infinity ...” I thank the Lord for
His guidance brightening up my life journey at an inception of accepting Him as my savior.

Taking my first 20 months in the USA earning a MBA degree in Finance, I then started a Business Man-
ager position offered by a non-profit Mental Health Organization for youth. Having interfaced with the
Executive Director for few years, I observed his personality changing by which I was shocked and pon-
dered its influential factors. A respectable leader, devoting to save the youth by diligently growing or-
ganization, seemed to be gradually converted into a self-centered individual, not only caring for his own
interests in fame and wealth but also causing resources abuse at the expense of the or-
ganization. I reminded and warned myself not taking such a wrong route to fall into a
trap. On the other hand, I wondered if a person is fully capable of supervising himself/
herself without making any wrong turns, especially when he/she might be possibly sur-
rounded by biased views and evil temptations.
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Being a confident and diligent individual, I used to believe that I could overcome the obstacles of a vari-
ety of challenges by my own persistence effort. It was then I realized that an individual could be so
weak and vulnerable resulting in being defeated. A key concern here is that a failure came from a
wrong decision, which could be made from misjudging a given situation. Possible causes can be either
not being aware of traps being set ahead or simply being greedy. As this unavoidable symptom can hap-
pen to everyone, I thus repent my sins and baptized at Far Hills Baptist Church at Dayton, Ohio.

Thank the Lord for His “all the way” preparation for me to recognize Him as my heavenly Father, Jesus
as my savior, Holy Spirit's existence, and "The Lord our God is one". By connecting me with sisters,
brothers, and pastors at Churches and by helping me to see that I can reply on Him to purify my soul
and become fearless at spiritual warfare, I felt the Lord’s peace being granted upon me.

While cheerfully sensed the Lord's blessings, I continued buried myself in studying and working as be-
fore. Without learning about the significance of spiritual growth, I moved forward with my life journey
and got married with a colleague from Bell Labs. Beyond my dedication to family and office work as an
R&D engineer, I started involving in many associations to promote culture, civil rights, commerce, and
academic events. Only after I joined the Columbus Chinese Christian Church in November, 2000, I be-
gan sensing a Christian's responsibility as to serving the Lord. It seemed that our dear Lord's plan had
set clear for me to follow, including to really know Him, serve Him, and etc. At LFE I was asked to
lead Bible Study even I was unfamiliar with the Bible contents then. Knowing ahead that I fall far be-
hind learning about the bible, I made all possible effort in preparation with a fast and catching-up mode.
Then, I was told to lead Singspiration even I had no vocal training previously. Praise the Lord that I
caught the very last vocal class, taught by a vocalist at her Last Sunday School Class, to practice breath-
ing to form a sound and to sing in an accurate way. At the meantime, having studied and researched
lyrics, melody, authot's and composet's stories forming the hymn, I selectively chose those hymns that
can support the Bible topic(s) for that day and then arranged them in a proper order to meet a smooth
transition criteria. Joining the church choir to serve Sunday Worship and Christmas concert provided
another opportunity for me to serve the Lord via a music worship. Serving the Lord indeed facilitates
the process of getting to know Him, helps spiritual growth, and brings positive life impacts on others to
glorify the Lord.

Being invited to join MCMC (Mandarin Congregation Ministry Committee), I served administration
ministry first and then believer edification ministry for a total of six years. During this period of time,
by working with the team I was able to quickly learn about our Church organization structure and be-
come aware of Church's needs in spiritual growth and carrying through the Lord’s mission. Thank the
Lord for His guidance that we have offered Sunday School Classes and Seminar/workshops focusing on
relevant subjects to meet Church's as well as an individual's growth. Focusing on how I serve the Lord
from my past, present, and future ministry, I pondered over and over again on my own thoughts and be-
haviors. This wakes me up to repent to the Lord and I am also reminded by the

Phil 3:13-14 in the Bible. Forgetting about those things which are behind and

reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I need to press toward the

goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Chris Jesus.
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Thank the Lord for walking with me to go through challenges in this life journey. Quoting from the Ec-
clesiastes 1:9 in the Bible “there is nothing new under the sun”, I would think that life is really not worth
of living unless we can contribute to the society, have positive influence on people, and make the world
a better place to live (e.g,, having the Lord’s peace). Theoretically, any individual’s life and death are in
the Lord's hand as He is the mighty creator and determines our purpose of living. It is my belief that
we need to seek for the Lord’s will of sending us to this earth. Specifically, what should we accomplish
and how could we reach the destination? I would think the only way to find out His answer is praying to
the Lord, studying the Lord's words, and listening the messages from the Holy Spirit. Of course, Jesus
has given a unique example that He came to the world to sacrifice Himself to redeem people’s sins. No-
ticing this being an extreme case of a "Servant Leadership" model, I at least can learn to serve the Lord
by serving His loved people within my most capability granted by the Lord. Via many explicit signs and
implicit inspirations, I have sensed the Lord's calling for me. As my last milestone on the earth, I will
dedicate myself to serve the Lord comprehensively by following the Lord’s will on me to fulfill my mis-
sion from the Lord. Glory to the Lord!
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